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Project Overview

Collaborative project

Queensland Association for Healthy
Communities (QAHC)

The Hepatitis Council of QId (HCQ).

With guidance from Torres Strait Men’s and
Women’s Health Program and island
communities




Project Goal

Lower the impact of HIV/AIDS, viral
hepatitis and common STI's among
the TSI communities through the
development & provision of culturally
appropriate & language specific health
promotion resource's around HIV & Hepatitis.
facilitation of a discussion group exploring local
issues relevant to HIV/AIDS, viral hepatitis and

sexual health, in conjunction with regional
sexual health workers/teams.

Key Project Principles

The project is guided by the following principles:
Cultural respect:

Any health promotion initiative be framed in the
context of cultural appropriateness, respecting
cultural diversity, rights, views and expectations
of Torres Strait Islander people in the delivery of
such health promotion initiatives.

Torres Strait Islander have fundamental right of
ownership of their knowledge and information.

1. Australian Government (2005) “National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sexual Health and Blood Borne Virus Strategy 2005-2008", Department
of Health and Ageing, Australian Government, Canberra.

Community Input

Collected from three Islands Thursday, Mer and Saibai. A survey
was created for retrieving community input into the resource.
(workers and community)

female and male participants- all ages

The sessions were informal, keeping in line with community
cultural protocols.

Involvement across these communities in the production of these
resources gave them more ownership to health related issues in
there communities and more input in the way of style layout and
language of resources needed in Torres Strait Islands

How would you rate your
understanding of HIV/AIDS?

Excellent Notmuch

0% 6% Good

13%

Very good
62%

most blokes in the TSI don't believe in wearing condoms, most of us like riding bare back ( male, 31. Mer)
we would like more information, and to know more about HIV and many other sickness (mer; male; 40)
Just concerned about the Torres Strait treaty with PNG- people coming in from PNG and mixing up with

llan people. HIV & AIDS, and hepatitis are currently high levels with the PNG population, it would be
devastating to have an outbreak between us. (33, male Mer).

How would you rate your
understanding of hepatitis?

Excellent Some
18% 12%

Good
Very Good 35%
35%

we haven't had someone here with hepatitis here to explain to us about what it does
or what it can do (40 male, mer)

because their community is very small and people worried about their children future
It's a big issue because in Torres Strait we don't have sickness like this before
(29; female; saibai)

How would you rate
this resource?

Needs work
13%

Excellent oK
43% 13%
Really Good

31%

These resources are important because Torres Strait islanders relate to it and understand it better
and we are more interested in it (Saibai; 26; female)

Yes because English is 2nd or 3rd language spoken throughout the Torres Strait and island communities.
Unless you were born and raised on the mainland naturally your English would be more fluent
(Male; 31; Mer)

Very creative, sea turtles, dugongs, fish, all in pairs which shows that protection needs to be used when
connected to someone to save or prevent your eggs or young from the disease. (26; female; saibai)




How important is HIV and hepatitis awareness
is in your community?

Notimportant
6%

Veryimportant
94%

educate people of the communities on awareness of sickness such as hep and HIV ...
small island-sickness can travel very fast (29; mer; male)

I think it's very important that our own people come and talk to us instead of outsider
people who are not Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander ( 40; mer; Male)

Continued Comments

Because we have to think about our Elders and children to understand, to get them involved, is
also to help ourselves and our community to move forward. (Mer male 33)

We also have the PNG border which is so close. We could so easily have an outbreak...just want
to say that we have some Torres Strait people who have these disease and it would be better to
educate our future generations to beat these diseases and to have a better future for us Torres
Strait people (male; mer 33).

Way forward...

Launch on Mer, Saibai and Thursday.

Future prospects Radio, DVD and health promo initiatives. Other ST ‘s and health promo
resources formatted into Creole.




