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P
roject O

verview

�
C

ollaborative project 

�
Q

ueensland A
ssociation for H

ealthy 
C

om
m

unities (Q
A

H
C

) 
�

T
he H

epatitis C
ouncil of Q

ld (H
C

Q
).

�
W

ith guidance from
 T

orres S
trait M

en’s and 
W

om
en’s H

ealth P
rogram

 and island 
com

m
unities



P
roject G

oal

Low
er the im

pact of H
IV

/A
ID

S
, viral 

hepatitis and com
m

on S
T

I’s am
ong 

the T
S

I com
m

unities through the
�

developm
ent &

 provision of culturally 
appropriate &

 language specific health 
prom

otion resource's around H
IV

 &
 H

epatitis.
�

facilitation of a discussion group exploring local 
issues relevant to H

IV
/A

ID
S

, viral hepatitis and  
sexual health, in conjunction w

ith regional 
sexual health w

orkers/team
s.

K
ey P

roject P
rinciples

T
he project is guided by the follow

ing principles:
C

ultural respect:

�
A

ny health prom
otion initiative be fram

ed in the 
context of cultural appropriateness, respecting 
cultural diversity, rights, view

s and expectations 
of T

orres S
trait Islander people in the delivery of 

such health prom
otion initiatives.

�
T

orres S
trait Islander have fundam

ental right of 
ow

nership of their know
ledge and inform

ation.

1. A
ustralian G

overnm
ent (2005) “N

ational A
boriginal and T

orres S
trait Islander S

exual H
ealth and B

lood B
orne V

irus S
trategy 2005-2008”, D

epartm
ent 

of H
ealth and A

geing, A
ustralian G

overnm
ent, C

anberra. 

C
om

m
unity Input

C
ollected from

 three Islands T
hursday, M

er and S
aibai. A

 survey 
w

as created for retrieving com
m

unity input into the resource. 
(w

orkers and com
m

unity)

fem
ale and m

ale participants-
all ages

T
he sessions w

ere inform
al, keeping in line w

ith com
m

unity 
cultural protocols.

Involvem
ent across these com

m
unities in the production of these 

resources gave them
 m

ore ow
nership to health related issues in 

there com
m

unities and m
ore input in the w

ay of style layout and 
language of resources needed in T

orres S
trait Islands

H
o

w
 w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 rate yo

u
r

u
n

de
rstan

d
in

g
 o

f H
IV

/A
ID

S
?

N
o

t m
u

ch
6

%
G

o
o

d
1

3
%

V
e

ry g
o

o
d

6
2

%

E
xce

lle
n

t
1

9
%

m
ost blokes in the T

S
I don’t believe in w

earing condom
s, m

ost ofus like riding bare back ( m
ale, 31. M

er) 

w
e w

ould like m
ore inform

ation, and to know
 m

ore about H
IV

 and m
any other sickness (m

er; m
ale; 40)

Just concerned about the T
orres S

trait treaty w
ith P

N
G

-
people com

ing in from
 P

N
G

 and m
ixing up w

ith
Ilan people. H

IV
 &

 A
ID

S
, and hepatitis are currently high levels w

ith the P
N

G
 population, it w

ould be
devastating to have an outbreak betw

een us.  (33, m
ale M

er).

H
o

w
 w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 ra

te
 yo

u
r

u
n

d
e

rstan
d

in
g

 o
f h

e
p

a
titis?

S
o

m
e

1
2

%

G
o

o
d

3
5

%
V

e
ry G

o
o

d
3

5
%

E
xce

lle
n

t
1

8
%

w
e haven’t had som

eone here w
ith hepatitis here to explain to us

about w
hat it does

or w
hat it can do (40 m

ale, m
er)

because their com
m

unity is very sm
all and people w

orried about their children future 
It’s a big issue because in T

orres S
trait w

e don’t have sickness like this before 
(29; fem

ale; saibai)

H
o

w
 w

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 ra
te

th
is

 re
s
o

u
rc

e
?

N
e

e
d

s
 w

o
rk

1
3

%

O
K

1
3

%

R
e

a
lly G

o
o

d
3

1
%

E
xc

e
lle

n
t

4
3

%

T
hese resources are im

portant because T
orres S

trait islanders relate to it and understand it better
and w

e are m
ore interested in it (S

aibai; 26; fem
ale)

Y
es because E

nglish is 2nd or 3rd language spoken throughout the
T

orres S
trait and island com

m
unities. 

U
nless you w

ere born and raised on the m
ainland naturally your E

nglish w
ould be m

ore fluent
(M

ale; 31; M
er)

V
ery creative, sea turtles, dugongs, fish, all in pairs w

hich show
s that protection needs to be used w

hen 

connected to som
eone to save or prevent your eggs or young from

 the disease.(26; fem
ale; saibai)



H
ow

 im
portant is H

IV
 and hepatitis aw

areness
is in your com

m
unity?

N
ot im

po
rtan

t
6%

V
e

ry im
po

rta
n

t
94

%

educate people of the com
m

unities on aw
areness of sickness such as hep and H

IV
 …

sm
all island-sickness can travel very fast (29; m

er; m
ale)

�
I think it’s very im

portant that our ow
n people com

e and talk to
us instead of outsider 

people w
ho are not A

boriginal or T
orres S

trait Islander ( 40; m
er; M

ale)

C
ontinued C

om
m

ents

�
B

ecause w
e have to think about our E

lders and children to understand, to get them
 involved, is 

also to help ourselves and our com
m

unity to m
ove forw

ard. (M
er m

ale 33)

�
W

e also have the P
N

G
 border w

hich is so close. W
e could so easily have an outbreak…

just w
ant 

to say that w
e have som

e T
orres S

trait people w
ho have these disease and it w

ould be better to 
educate our future generations to beat these diseases and to have a better future for us T

orres 
S

trait people (m
ale; m

er 33).

W
ay forw

ard…
�

Launch on M
er, S

aibai and T
hursday.

�
F

uture prospects R
adio, D

V
D

 and health prom
o initiatives. O

ther S
T

I ‘s and health prom
o 

resources form
atted into C

reole.  


