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Aboriginal Peer
Education/Hepatitis C/IDU
Workshop Kit Project

Introduction _

*The Connections staff,

John Van Den Dungen Coordinator/Peer support worker,
Tabitha Fairman Peer support worker,

Irma Norris Women'’s program worker,
Andrew Collins Men’s program worker,

Shelly Peters Women's program worker

*The Connection and how we started

» Programs and workshops the connections runs.

Background to Project.

Why we did it?

High rates of Hep C in Aboriginal communities.

High rates of Hep C in Aboriginal people in custody

Lack of knowledge of injecting and Hep C.

Lack of other resources targeting Hep C & injecting &
Indigenous.

Hep C + Indigenous vs. Non
Indigenous
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Reference Group established.

*We involved the community elders and other relevant services.

Involvement by Aboriginal IDU’'S from the community.

*The Connections staff.

*Aivl staff.




Content Development.

Use knowledge of peers current and ex IDU’S.

Held fortnightly meetings with peer’s current and e x injecting drug
user’s. (all with strong links to Aboriginal commu nity).

Held focus groups with peer’s from the community to gage the
knowledge of Hep C and to see how the kit would run with an
audience.

Develop Knowledge around safe injecting practicesa  mongst
Aboriginal IDU'S

THE PROCESS.
Consultation
Reference Group
Content Development
Workshops
Skills Development
Design
Focus Testing
Evaluation
Ongoing Feedback

Development

Description of Resource.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW TO RUN THE
WORKSHOP:

Ice-breakers, games & exercises
Power point presentation
Presenter’s notes

Posters

Visual & tactile aids

Fact sheets

Booklet

Evaluation form

Target Audience.

*Aboriginal IDU — primary target.

«Aboriginal Health Workers.

*Secondary target.

*Emphasis on Aboriginal prisoners, HCV and household
transmission.

Relevance & Engagement.

« Peer developed, designed and delivered.

« Ex-prisoners

« Aboriginal organizations
« Elders

« AHMRC

* Hepatitis Australia

The Connection

(Hep C positive and negative, IDU current and former and non-users).

Lessons Learnt.

Differing levels of ability to carry through.

Level of ability and knowledge.

External influences.

Peers ability to maintain concentration.

Peers only wanting to give positive
feedback.

Use of other mediums to overcome
‘shyness.’

Peers and shared experiences as means
to facilitate engagement




PARTNERSHIPS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THEM.

*Partnerships made.

*Why the partnerships were important.

WHERE TO FROM HERE.

*Waiting for approval from the commonwealth
government.

*There is funding for one hundred kits.

*To get the Aboriginal Hep C kit national

Pictures of the Aboriginal Hep C kit.

This is Lefty

Pictures of the Aboriginal __Hep C kit.

This is what is
used for the hand
washing exercise
and injecting
exercise o
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